56                           LEGAL DEPOSIT OF BOOKS
Richard Duppa, an artist-author who appeared as a witness
before the Select Committee, ably defended the cause of the
booksellers in an Address to the Parliament of Great Britain.
This pamphlet having been read by several members of the
Committee, Duppa was asked for his opinion as to the best way
to relieve the booksellers of the tax of eleven copies. At the same
time he was told that the privileged libraries would relinquish no
part of their claim accorded to them by the judgment of the
Court of King's Bench.1 In view of this circumstance Duppa
suggested the formation of an Academy of Belles Lettres for the
relief of poor authors and booksellers, and, as a proof of his
earnestness, he personally offered one hundred pounds towards
the foundation of such an institution.2
Sharon Turner,3 one of the principal witnesses before the
Committee, regarded the tax of eleven copies as a very grievous
one. He.suggested that the copy which was required to be pre-
served under the Sedition Act be the copy forthe British Museum,
and that the claims of the other ten libraries be abolished. As an
alternative, he suggested that one copyright library in London,
a second in Edinburgh, and a third in Dublin would be ample to
supply the needs of students and research workers, and that
these libraries should be compelled to pay half the retail price for
every book claimed. If the claims of Oxford and Cambridge
seemed too important and ancient to be denied, these libraries
could also retain their privilege, but that in no case ought the
number of privileged libraries to be allowed to exceed five. No
pamphlets, songs, music, or newspapers ought in future to be
demanded. The copies of books supplied on demand should be
those printed on the paper used for the most popular edition of
each work. Turner also hinted that if the universities could really
not afford to buy the copies at half the retail price, let them
charge each student, on admission to the University, one guinea,
or even half a guinea, thereby creating an ample book fund.4
Another of the witnesses who appeared before the Select
Committee, an antiquary named Thomas Fisher, also published
1 R. Duppa, Address, etc., 1813, p. 60.
*  Ibid, pp/63-4.
*  A historian and a legal authority. Sec Dictionary of National Biography.
*  S. Turner, Reasons for a Modification of the Act of Aane, etc., 1813,
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